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NATURE-NURTURE DEBATE — AO1

Nature-Nurture Debate — Argument as to whether a person’s development is mainly due to genes or
environmental influences

Nature — AO1
Nature - Behaviour is a result of innate biological mechanisms
e  Behaviours present at birth or may appear later in the case with changes that

Examples of Influences of Nature
Schizophrenia
e Genetic basis for schizophrenia — Family, twin and adoption studie,
two individuals are more likely they will develop same behavio
e Joseph (2004) — Pooled all data from twin studies prior to 2
MZ twins and 7% for DZ twins for developing schizophreng
e Higher concordance rates in MZ twins suggests mode
Attachment Bond
e  Bowlby (1969) — Desire to form an attachment
protected and survive
e Attachment promotes close relationships
e Attachment nature as naturally select
Biological Approach
e Approach focuses on role of beh
but acknowledges nature interacts with
Psychodynamic Approach
e  Focuses on inherited in
e id and psychosexual
nature

s successful re
mechanisms

on heredity

ent by secondary to

Nurture - AO1
Nature — Behay

Schizophrenia

o Double-bind theory suggests schizophrenia results from mismatched communication with caregivers

e Whether a person develops disorder due to experiences in childhood/adolescence nothing to do with
biology
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EVALUATION OF NATURE-NURTURE DEBATE — AO3

Nature and Nurture Cannot be Separated
e  Trying to separate nature and nurture isn’t possible as they both contribute

e Most psychologists now accept behaviour result of both nature and nurture — Both con

can’t be distinguished between

nature or nurture
e Important to use an interactionist approach taking both nature and nurt
Interactionist Approach
e Interactionist approach provides a more complete explanation of
and nurture interact
e Flexible approach to explaining switching between nature a
of one approach
e Combining both nature and nurture may lead to more
- E.g. Treating schizophrenia with purely drugs may not
e  Critics argue difficult to integrate different expl
When treatment combined hard to know whj
e Interactionist approach may be more usef
behaviour
Diathesis-Stress Model
e Diathesis is a biological vulnerabi
e Not everyone will behave in same way
experience in the form of

interactionist appro
Nature affects Nurture

rain areas — Hippocampi responded to increased use
influence can affect biological structures

ftics provides contradicting evidence that genetics and environment are much less separate
than previously thought
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