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Age Differences
e Slaby and Frey (1975) — Gender constancy appeared at a younger age than Kohlberg suggeste
young as age five — Not a direct challenge to theory supporting idea thinking does change over t
e Suggests adjustments necessary to find actual age at which gender constancy a
since Kohlberg first formulated theory children’s lives have become very diffe
e  Exposure to different kinds of gender information in media may cause develop
an earlier age
e Suggests while the evidence still supports the sequence the actual
Kohlberg predicted
Gender Differences
e Huston (1985) — Relatively easy to get girls to take on mas
said for boys who generally resist
e Difference explained in terms of social learning theg,
more powerful in society and power is factor dete

es may be you

e Suggests Kohlberg’s theory incomp
Gender Constancy May not be Required

e Kohlberg claimed children don’t begin

until they achieve gender constancy

e  Martin and Little (19 i stereotypes about male and

e  Children had st o do before they had
developed
e  Kohlber; stancy is required to develop gender

ns of gender schema theory

Gender schemas have function of organising and structuring other information presented to children
- E.g. Learn about what toys appropriate for each gender and what clothes appropriate

roup and Outgroup Schemas
p — Groups within which a person identifies
- E.g. Being a girl means you identify with that ingroup
e Once a child has identified with any groups they positively evaluate their own group and negatively
evaluate the outgroup
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e Evaluation enhances self esteem and motivates child to be like their own group
e According to GST from an early age children focus on behaviours of ingroup schemas and avoid
behaviours belonging to outgroup

Resilience of Gender Beliefs
e Gender beliefs lead children to hold very fixed gender attitudes — Ignore any information they
encounter that isn’t consistent with ingroup information

- E.g.Ifaboy sees a film with a male nurse information is ignored because isn
consistently with boys ingroup schema — Boy doesn’t alter existing schem

e Gender schemas have a profound effect on what is remembered and our perce

’

Peer Relationships
e  Play with other children leads children to believe all boys/girls sh
avoid the of opposite sex because they are ‘not like me’ ther

same and opposite sex peers

EVALUATION OF GENDER SCHEMA

Gender Schemas without Constancy
e Research on GST predicts children
reach gender stability around age o

e  Martin and Little (1990) — Children un
constancy which Kohlberg predicted —

what boys and girls could do

stent ones than gender inconsistent ones — Children pay greater attention
utgroup schemas
ge is male firefi

er and inconsistent image male nurse

883) — When children shown a boy holding a gun and a boy holding a doll
described seeing a girl holding a doll

There is evidence children can label gender group earlier than indicated in previous studies

Zosuls Et. Al. (2009) — Recorded samples of children’s language and observed them playing in order to
identify when they first started labelling themselves as boy/girl — Concluded children using gender
labels by age of 19 months

Bandura and Bussey (2004) — Children show gender type preferences before gender identity
challenging GST

e  Evidence displays age related predictions of GST may be incorrect
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PSYCHODYNAMIC EXPLANATION OF GENDER DEVELOPMENT — AO1

Oedipus Complex

e  Proposed by Freud (1905) — Occurs in phallic stage
1. Young boy becomes aware of his sexuality and desires his mother wanting
Around age three or four
2. Boys see their fathers as a rival for their mothers love and wish their father

castration anxiety which is repressed
3. Complex resolved when boy identifies with father — Through identification with
internalises fathers gender identity as his own

sole attention

creates

Electra Complex
e  Proposed by Jung (1913) — Neo-Freudian

1. Young girl is initially attracted to her mother but
have a penis believing she was castrated — Girl

2. Girls sexual desires transferred to father

3. Complex resolved when girl converts penis envy in
towards mother

4. Girl identifies with mother and takes o

s when she discover
ences penis envy

aby — Reduced anger

e  Freud believed girls identification i reason for
anyone to identify with women bec
e According to Freud because threats o i i i they aren’t

considered feminin
was correct

d to fixation
ot capable of close love — Freud believed
mosexuality

mother told®im he would have his penis chopped off because he asked her to touch it

e Hans associated touching with touching a horse — Hans displayed his repressed fear of castration as a

fear of horses

e  Resolution came when Hans identified with his father and no longer feared castration
in (1921)
Reported cases of 32 mental patients who were diagnosed with manic depression (bipolar) —
Psychoanalysis revealed 22 appeared to be suffering from unresolved Electra complex’s and 12
regressed to earlier stages of psychosexual development
e Supports link between unresolved stages of gender development and later mental health
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